THE    ISLAND    WORLD
of these circumstances, as if one or the other had
been the cause of the outrage. . . .
On the evening before the mutiny, Bligh had in-
vited Christian to supper in his cabin; an invitation
which was declined, Christian saying that he was
unwell; but he had engaged to dine with Bligh on
the following day.
The night of the 27th of April, 1789, was remarked
for its beauty, even in the tropical regions, all nature
being calm and lovely around; but it was the eve of
a day of consternation and terror* On that night
Christian had the watch for two hours. He had also
the next morning's watch, which was from 4 to 8.
Full of desperate intentions, he began to sound
Matthew Quintal, and some others, and soon gained
over the greater part of the men. Having rapidly
arranged their plans, they got at the arms, under
pretence of requiring a gun to shoot a shark, which
was astern of the ship.
At the dawn of day, they roughly awoke Bligh,
who, starting up in amazement, on seeing men about
him armed with cutlasses and pistols, called out
loudly for assistance. On his demanding what they
meant, "Hold your tongue, sir, or you are dead this
instant! " was the answer he received. Some of the
mutineers, among whom Christian, Churchill, Mills,
and Burkitt, were the most active, using oaths and
violence, tied his hands with cords behind his back,
not giving him time to dress; and forcing him on
the deck in his shirt, kept him under a guard behind
the main-mast. They had secured the officers who
were not of their party, by placing sentinels at their
doors. " I continued my endeavours," said Bligh,
**to turn the tide of affairs, when Christian changed
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